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CONTINUED PERSECUTION 


A letter from Hong Kong informs us that some 25 more pastors were arrested about the same 
time as Wang Ming-tao. Some of them are connected with him, but some have no connection 
except that like him they have refused to take part in the Three Self Movement, Two well- 
known Shanghai pastors, T’ang Jen-hsi, pastor of the Pure Heart Church, and Chi Ch’ing-ts‘ai, 

a leading Baptist pastor, were arrested toward the end of August. The occasion for the arrest, 
according to our informant, was that they had refused to serve on some Three Self committee 
to which they had been appointed, 


Someone in Macau has reprinted sections of the two Tien Feng issues in June and July (at 
least this is my tentative identification of the source) which contained the denunciations of 
Wang Ming-tao. Several pages are devoted to an analysis of Wang's autobiography, My Fifty 
Years, and every incident in which he speaks favorably of the missionaries is magnified to show 
his sy sympathy with imperialism, Wang has some bad things to say about the Boxers, because of 

whom his father committed suicide, and that is also counted against him, since the Boxer move- 
rene is now glorified as a precursor of the true revolution, This is followed by an article by 
Rev. H. H. Tsui, Executive Secretary of the Church of Christ in China (see next article), and 
then comes an article by Bishop Ting Kuang-hsuin (Episcopal). In the second excerpt there is 
an article by the Tien Feng staff accusing Wang Ming-tao of spying. A picture is shown of 
Wang Ming- tao standing beside Southern Baptist missionary John Abernathy, to disprove Wang's 
statement that he has never had anything to do with imperialism, (How irrelevant can you get? 
I should hate to be identified ideologically with everyone I have ever stood beside in group pic- 
tures!) 


A FALSE **FAITH*’ CANNOT FOOL PEOPLE 
Article in Tien Feng by H. H. Tsui, Exec. Sec. of the CCC, 


Ming-tao in a recent number of his Spiritual Food Quarterly has an article with the title 
“We 551 s because of our faith, in which he quotes from my article of several months ago in 
Tien Feng on the subject of strengthening our organic unity. In that article I had said, Such a 
unity can come only through observance of mutual tolerance as a principle. I went on to say, 
Although there are many different denominations of Christians, yet the faith which we profess 
is fundamentally the same, that is to say, it is a faith characterized by major agreement and 
minor disagreements. Now when we speak of mutual respect, we mean that we should respect 
each others points of minor disagreement, It is quite possible for these to exist alongside of 
major agreement. I said this on the basis of my own personal experience, and the experience 
of the Church of Christ in China, In this church we have Fundamentalists and Modernists, but 
because of the basic unity and major agreement in our faith, it has been possible for us to live 
together within one organic church, No one in this church lays stress on difference in faith to 
the point of finding it impossible to remain within the same church fellowship, On the contrary, 
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because of the basic unity in our faith, we have been able not only to co-operate with each 
other, but to live within one organic church, This is the actual fact of our church life, and it 
agrees with my own experience, I would never try to force any one to accept my statement of 
the faith, and I am prepared to respect other men's creeds, But Wang Ming-tao says, because 
my creed is not quite the same as his, therefore | am not sincere or truthful, This is not a proper 
attitude for a Christian preacher, and it infringes upon the principle of freedom of religious be- 
lief, The purpose of my article was to promote unity, and unity cannot be achieved without 
sincerety and the acceptance of basic principles, 


Wang Ming-tao calls all those who take part in the Three Self Movement ‘‘unbelievers’’, 
He shows a violent resentment against them, while he never has a word to say against the im- 
perialists. He magnifies the difference between Fundamentalists and Modernists, and considers 
himself a man of God“, with authority to judge between mem. His purpose is really to divide 
and distract the church, and thus cause the Three Self Movement to fail. But his purpose will 
certainly fail, for his false ‘*faith’’ will fool no one. 


First let me say that ever since the general Christian conference which was held in Peking 
last year, we have increasingly recognized that the Three Self Movement, which opposes im- 
perialism and expresses our love for our country, is a righteous movement which every Christian 
must take part in, it is a historic mission which the Christian church must fulfil, to prevent im- 
perialism from using our church to further its design. On the basis of this premise, fellow-be- 
lievers of all denominations and creeds have joined in this Movement, and our experience has 
shown us that it interferes with no man's religious creed. On the contrary, many have realized 
that it was only through the studies which this Movement sponsored that they have been able to 
purge out poisonous imperialist thought and strengthen their own faith. Such people will not be 
deceived by Wang Ming-tao’s claim to stand aloof because of faith. 


We say that it is not unfair that Wang Ming-tao does not oppose the Three Self Movement 
because of faith, but that because he opposes the Movement he is trying to make it a question 
of faith, and thus confuse the minds of his followers, It is true that in the past, and especially 
before the Peking Conference last summer, there were a number of good Christians who were 
reluctant to enter into the Three Self Movement, and considered it a question of faith. They 
were either people who had not gone through a proper course of study, or had previous to Liber- 
ation been too much influenced by imperialist poi son. But since that Conference these people 

have all seen the light, There may still be a few who are honestly reluctant about taking part 
in the Three Self Movement. But Wang Ming-tao lives in our beloved capital, and Peking for 
several years has been in closest touch with the work of the Movement, many leaders of the 
Movement have talked with him and urged him to join, and he has of course read the materials 
in Tien Feng and other church papers which explain the Movement. For five years these articles 
of denunciation and study have been before him and so he has no excuse for considering this a 
question of faith. His opposition to the Movement is obviously not because of a question of faith, 
but for some other reason, and the faith question is raised only as a blind. 


Now, why then does Wang Ming- tao oppose the Three Self Movement? Very simply, it is 
because he opposes and hates the New China. In his book Some Important Questions“, pub- 2 
lished in 1955, he covertly compares the new government to Baal, and charges the members of 
the Three Self Movement with worshipping Baal. He then calls out, Tear down the altars of 
Baal, break in pieces his idols, and drive out lis tophets. His hatred of the New China which 
we all love is very deep, He detests the men in authority today, whose every act is on behalf 
of the people. The people have raised their heads and become their own masters, and Wang 
Ming-tao himself has received the benefits of their policy of freedom of religious belief, and 
yet he wildly cries, I die daily. Is it not plain? Since he hates the New China and all its 
works so much, can he do anything else but take an attitude of ‘‘Woel Woe! Woe!"’ toward the 
Three Self Movement? Wang Ming-tao's madness is due to his hatred of Communism and the 
People’s Government, it is not a matter of faith; this statement of his will fool no one. 


In his book Truth or Poison“, he baselessly calls the members of the Three Self Movement 
“disciples of Judas’’, and says that they oppose God and are trying to destroy the gospel of 
Christ. The work of rooting out the poison of imperialism he calls betraying friends and rela- 
tives, and violating the confidence of fellow-Christians. Does Wang Ming-tao not know that 
Article 88 of the Constitution expressly guarantees freedom of religious belief? Has he not re- () 
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ceived the benefits of this freedom himself there in the capital? What reason has he for trying 
us to break the good relations that exist between Christians and the government? Very plainly 
( ) € is because he has made up his mind to hold on fast to his imperialistic poison, and so when 
Christians join with the People to purge out this poison, he becomes very angry and starts to 
per curse them, 

Although Wang Ming-tao has thus abused the freedom of religious belief which the govern- 
ment has allowed, making personal attacks on church leaders, and cursing those whose faith is 
not the same as his as ‘‘unbelievers’’, still he has never been punished for this as he should be. 
And so when the Swedish pastor Mr, Nystrom came with the Secretary of the United Nations and 
saw that in spite of Wang Ming-tao’s open opposition to the Government and to the People he 

s was still receiving freedom of belief, of speech and of publication, he confessed that such a 

de degree of freedom could not be found in capitalist states, Since he is receiving such a degree of 
freedom, who can believe that his bitterness against the Government and against the Three Self 
Movement is a question of faith? What kind of faith could this be the expression of ? 


The experience of the Church of Christ in China has shown us that it is possible for such ir- 
reconcilables, as Wang Ming-tao calls them, as fundamentalists and modernists, to live together 
in in the same church, and they have done so for twenty-eight years without breaking out into any 
\- doctrinal quarrel, This point Wang Ming-tao himself recognizes, for in his article This is a 
Question of Faith’’, he says, The difference between fundamentalists anc modernists is not a i 
difference in denomination, for there are many denominations and churches in which both may } 
be found, only in some denominations most members are fundamentalists and in others most are 
modernists. Well then. If both types of Christians can exist within one denomination, and 
e even within one local church can worship together, study the Bible together, pray together, and 
receive the Communion together, and have been doing this for 28 years without difficulty, how . 
can Wang Ming-tao maintain that they cannot join together on a common platforin of opposing 
imperialism and loving one’s own country, of opposing that enemy of all the good people of the 
world, American imperialism? He opposes union and fosters divisions, not because of his faith, 
: but because he loves imperialism, 


) gum BIBLE HOUSE 
Following the arrest of Secretary Baen Lee in the fall of 1954, a number of the members of 
the Board of Managers of China Bible House were dropped, and others added, The responsibility 
for this action was borne by the Three Self Patriotic Committee. The reorganized Board con- 


sists of the following persons: Episcopal Bishop Mao Kte-chung, YM Secretary Kiang Wen-han, 


8 former CLS Secretary Chu Li-te, Chairman of NCC and Methodist leader George Wu, retired 

es dean of Nanking Seminary Li T‘ien-lu, Tien Feng editor Shen Te- jung, Spiritual Work Church 
pastor Chu Kwei-sheng, evangelist Marcus Chen, former Nationalist general Chang Chih-chiang, 

th, CCC Executive Secretary H. H. Tsui, Nanking Seminary vice-president Andrew Cheng (he may 


be president or acting president now since the elevation of the former president K. H. Ting to : 

the episcopacy), Baptist Secretary T. C. Bau, independent pastor Hsieh Yung-ch’ing, former 
} Religious Education Secretary Chester Miao, and two whom we have not been able to identify, 
<1.) Tiao Hsin-teh and Ch'en Hwei-chen, This Board had its organizational meeting on June 16 of 


f this year and elected Bishop Mao Chairman, H. H. Tsui Vice-chairman and Kiang Wen-han | 
Secretary, Their plan for the day by day direction of the Bible House activities was to appoint 

h a Committee of seven to take charge. These are Bishop Mao, H. H. Tsui, Kiang Wen-han, 
Hsieh Yung-ch’ing, George Wu, Shen Te-jung, and Yang Shou-ning. The Board also voted to 
go forward with printing various editions of the Bible as nee dee. PRS 


This article, which appeared in Tien Feng about the end of June or the beginning of August, 
4 states openly that Baen Lee was arrested in the fall of 1954 for counter-revolutionary activities, 
The charge is made that the China Bible House had for a long time been the center for imperi- 
alist spying, and when the missionaries found that they would have to leave, they picked on the 
traitor Baen Lee to continue that work for them. It is said that Frank Price recommended him 
nt for the position, and that the imperialist Secretary of the United Board of Christian Colleges, 
R. J. McMullen also recommended him very highly. 


Chester Miao’s name on this Board is of interest, as it is the first time in a number of years 
( } g. I have seen him mentioned. He is evidently now able to take some active part in church 
tivities. 
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